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The Examiner has rejected the Claims 1-15 under 35 USC 
103(a) as unpatentable over the teachings of Takahashi. 
The present application teaches and claims apparatus, a 
program storage device, and a method for playback of 
multimedia presentations on a scene-based playback system, 
such as an MPEG-4 player or a Synchronized Multimedia 
Integration Language (a.k.a., "SMIL") player that requires 
scene description information to appropriately display a 
scene. Scene description information, as detailed in the 
present specification, comprises elementary streams that 
describe where and when the audio-visual information is to 
be placed in a scene. As detailed therein, the "MPEG-4 
Scene Description stream (SD stream) is therefore comprised 
of a series of commands, such as to replace the entire 
scene, or to insert or delete nodes," In order to display 
the content, it may be necessary for the player to make 
preparations, such as opening a data channel or setting up 
buffers, or actions, such as replacing an entire scene. 
When the received stream does not include the necessary 
scene description information, as determined by the claimed 
system and method, scene description information is 
automatically and dynamically generated by the player for 
the scenes of the stream, thereby allowing playback. As 
taught and claimed, the generating of the scene description 
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information by the player permits the player to play the 
streams. Accordingly, it is not simply synchronization 
information to allow synchronized display which is 
generated, but necessary playback commands without which 
the player cannot display the streams. Each of the 
independent claims expressly recites that the generated 
information is generated by the scene description based 
player and is "used to permit said player to play" the 
streams /presentat ion . 

The Takahashi patent publication is directed to a 
video processing method and apparatus for recording video 
and audio data (see: e.g., steps S423 and S431 of Fig. 4) 
to include access point data and instructions as to whether 
or not to multiplex the video and audio data. By including 
the instruction or flag information about multiplexing, 
unnecessary processing (i.e., multiplexing and 

demultiplexing) can be avoided when it is not needed. 
Under the Takahashi teachings, either instruction 
information or a flag is provided to a player along with 
the "plural pieces of digital data" (see: paragraphs [0012] 
lines 2-4; [0013], lines 2-4;; [0016], lines 4-5; [0017], 
lines 2-4; [0018], lines 2-4; [0019], line 5; [0020], lines 
4-5; [0021], lines 6-8; [0022], lines 7-8; [0023], lines 2- 
4; and [0024], lines 5-6. Takahashi teaches a recording 
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system and recording method for providing data for display- 
along with instruction/flag information. When recording 
data, for example as described in paragraph [0039], a 
determination is made as to whether a scene description 
exists and, if no scene description in inputted, "the CPU 
11 sets the scene description flag at 0 (S414), and 
generates access information for random access (step 
S415)." Accordingly, the Takahashi recorder inserts 
synchronization information when there is no scene 
description information. Under Takahashi, any generating 
of signal processing information is being done at the 
Takahashi video recorder and not by the playback component. 
With regard to playback under Takahashi, as detailed in 
paragraphs [0043-0044], the playback component checks if 
the scene description flag is set, and if no scene 
description accompanies the stream, the playback component 
checks whether demultiplexing is necessary. If the video 
and audio data are not multiplexed, the "data are 
transmitted to the corresponding codecs together with 
information for synchronization". Accordingly, the 

Takahashi player uses the access/synchronization 
information inserted by the recorder. 

Applicants respectfully assert that the Takahashi 
patent publication neither teaches nor suggests the 
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invention as claimed. For all playback under Takahashi a 
player receives an incoming stream comprised of digital 
data and either an instruction or a flag or both. 
Takahashi neither teaches nor suggests that a player 
receives an incoming stream which does not include the 
additional information. Applicants further assert that 
Takahashi does not teach or suggest that a player generates 
a scene description stream. While the Takahashi video 
recording system may record synchronization information 
(i.e., the access point data) for a stream, Takahashi 
neither teaches nor suggests that the playback component 
generates any synchronization information or other access 
information, let alone scene description information as is 
expressly taught and claimed for the present invention . 

Applicants point out that, as taught by the present 
Specification (see: e.g., page 4, " Playback in absence of 
MPEG-4 Systems Components "), without the scene description 
information, it is not possible for the players to display 
the received streams unless modifications are made to the 
players. It is not simply a question of optimizing display 
by synchronization of audio to visual, it is a question of 
being able to display the audio/visual data at all in the 
absence of a scene description stream. As is expressly 
recited in each of the claims, the player generates the 
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needed scene description stream which "is used to permit 
said player to play" the audio/visual data (emphasis 
added) . It is the scene-description based player, and more 
particularly the MPEG-4 player or the SMIL player, that 
requires the information and that generates the required 
information. All of the claims expressly recite a scene 
description based player, an MPEG-4 player, or an SMIL 
player, which is generating the scene description stream. 

Applicants respectfully conclude that the invention as 
claimed is patentable over the teachings of the Takahashi 
patent publication. It is well established under U.S. 
Patent Law that, for a determination of obviousness, the 
prior art must teach or suggest all of the claim 
limitations. XX A11 words in a claim must be considered in 
judging the patentability of that claim against the prior 
art" (In re Wilson, 424 F. 2d 1382, 1385, 165 U.S.P.Q. 494, 
496 (C.C.P.A. 1970). If the cited references fail to teach 
each and every one of the claim limitations, a prima facie 
case of obviousness has not been established by the 
Examiner. Since the Takahashi publication does not teach 
or suggest a player generating scene description 
information, it cannot be concluded that the Takahashi 
publication obviates the invention as claimed. 
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